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I would like to correct some advice given to the Inspector in the Ecology round table discussion 
on Thursday 18th February, which I now consider was wrong. 
 
We discussed for SAC sites the qualifying features which are ‘primary reasons for selection’ and 
those which ‘are present as a qualifying feature but not a primary reason for selection’.  The 
Inspector was advised in the discussion that he was only to consider the features which were 
primary reasons for selection. 
 
I have checked in the Habitat Regulations Handbook published by David Tyldesley, which is a very 
well respected source of advice on Habitats Regulations.  I now understand that the Inspector 
should consider all qualifying features equally, regardless of whether they are a primary reason for 
selection or not.  Although it will make no practical difference to the mitigation requirements in 
this case, I would like the procedural advice to the Inspector corrected so that his Appropriate 
Assessment does not include this technical irregularity. 
 
Attached is the Title Page and page ‘D2 page 1’ of the Habitat Regulations Handbook.  The 
relevant text is the bottom paragraph in the left-hand column. 
 
Prior to writing this note I discussed the matter with David West, the appellant’s ecologist. 
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